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him his opportunity. Mr. Hewitt spoke in fine and just
terms; but there have been other apostles of democracy
working in the field of transportation. Amongst them were ,
George Stephenson and George Westinghouse. It is notJ
necessary to try to fix their relative rank; there is glory
enough to go around. Westinghouse's best-known and
probably his most important work in the field of transpor-
tation was in power braking. Close after this come power
signalling and switching. Power braking and signalling
became automatic almost from the start. Another im-
provement in the apparatus of transportation, originated
and developed by Westinghouse, is the friction draft gear.
The importance of this in reducing the cost of transpor-
tation is known to railroad men, but the public has never
heard of it.

The ultimate effect on the art of transportation of the
work of Westinghouse in the field of alternating current
especially, and in the electric art generally, cannot yet be
estimated, but it may possibly be greater than the effect
of any other one of his activities. That will depend upon
the direction in which electric traction develops, but it is
already very great.

No adequate conception of the immense importance of
this group of activities can be had except by considering
them all together as part of the great art of land transpor-
tation. The weight of trains, the'speed of trains, their fre-
quency and regularity of movement, as now seen as a matter
of course, would have been impossible without the auto-
matic power brake. But weight, speed, frequency, and
regularity are not merely matters of public comfort and
convenience; they are elements in the cost of moving pas-
sengers and goods. By the combination and adjustment
of these elements the greatest use is got out of the units of